


The main increase in the use of 
unnatural gas in the US in recent 
decades has been for electric grids.  
Nat. gas generators are easier to approve 
under the Clean Air Act than coal burners 
(and coal is in permanent geologic decline, 
a physical fact obscured by discussion of 
its more obvious pollution problems).  
However, gas supplies were never sized to 
both power electricity and heat cold cities 
in the winter.  Conventional gas decline 
has been mitigated by the sudden, sharp 
increase in fracked gas since 2008, but 
fracked gas is not only more toxic than 
conventional gas wells, it’s also more 
expensive, takes more energy and talent.  
Fracked wells rise and fall faster than 
conventional drilling, so the fracking 
bubble is a short term boom and bust. 

Campaigns to restrict nat. gas use in 
favor of more electricity ignore that gas 
is a primary power source for 
electricity.   Here in Oregon, there has 
been a huge increase in nat. gas 
combustion east of the Cascades in 
Klamath Falls and Boardman, hard to 
notice in the liberal cities of Portland and 
Eugene, but gas is a key source of power.  
Burning that gas and sending the 
electrons over the Cascade mountains 
might be less efficient than just burning 
the fuel closer to where the energy is 
wanted.   Using less energy, including 
less electricity, is usually belittled.
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https://www.wecc.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%2FReliability%2FState%20of%20the%20Interconnection%20Digest%20%28Winter%202017%2D2018%29%2Epdf&action=view

https://www.wecc.org/Reliability/State%20of%20the%20Interconnection%20Digest%20(Summer%202018).pdf 

https://www.wecc.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%2FReliability%2FState%20of%20the%20Interconnection%20Digest%20%28Winter%202017%2D2018%29%2Epdf&action=view
https://www.wecc.org/Reliability/State%20of%20the%20Interconnection%20Digest%20(Summer%202018).pdf
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/California_electricity_generation_by_source_2001-2020.png

California 
Energy 

Commission

gas

big dams

PV

wind

nuke

geothermal
biomass



gas

https://www.wecc.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%2FAdministrative%2FCAISO%20%2D%20Gas%20Electric%20Forum%20Presentation%5FNovember%202019%2Epdf&action=view 

https://www.wecc.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%2FAdministrative%2FCAISO%20%2D%20Gas%20Electric%20Forum%20Presentation%5FNovember%202019%2Epdf&action=view






Canadian gas peaked in 2002 
https://policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/clear-look-bc-lng 

https://policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/clear-look-bc-lng


Fracked “tight oil” and “shale gas” - two thirds of US totals 

baseload for power grids, heat for cold cities, industrial uses 

damned if we drill, damned if we stop, damned as it runs out conventional gas

conventional gas
conventional oil, 

offshore & Alaska
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USA unnatural gas: percentage fracked 

76% of gas was 
fracked in 2023 

conventional gas 
peaked in 1973 

fracking 
postponed 
rationing8% in 2007

chart:  PeakChoice.org data: www.eia.gov/dnav/ng/ng_prod_sum_dc_NUS_mmcf_a.htm
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