
Red Covid - PTSD: President Trump Spread Disease 
In 2021, Republican leadership were first in line to get vaccinated, 
but their followers disproportionately died due to disinformation. 

“If you are vaccinated, fully vaccinated, the 
chance of you getting seriously ill or dying from 
COVID is effectively zero.  If you look at the 
people that are being admitted to hospitals, over 
95 percent of them are either not fully vaccinated 
or not vaccinated at all.  And so these vaccines 
are saving lives.  They are reducing mortality.”
— Gov. Ron DeSantis, July 2021

Lindsey Graham, a Republican senator from South 
Carolina—who had received two doses of vaccine—
suffered a short-lived COVID infection with mild sinusitis. 
“I am very glad I was vaccinated,” he said, “because 
without vaccination I am certain I would not feel as 
well as I do now. My symptoms would be far worse.” 
— Dr. Paul Offit, Labels Matter: Breakthrough Infections, 
January 2, 2024

“As to freedom, it is cherished, it is hard to come by, 
it is hard to hang on to. But freedom without 
responsibility is chaos, so to those who push the 
idea that freedom would allow an individual to do 
anything, anywhere, at any time, I reject. Your 
freedom ends where my ability to raise my family 
safely begins. So I would urge every American to 
vaccinate their children and I would reject any effort to 
stop vaccinations until someone can show me a 
scientific reason to do so.”
— Senator Lindsey Graham

“the vaccine works but some people aren’t taking it.  
The ones that get very sick and go to the hospital are 
the ones that don’t take the vaccine.  But, it’s still their 
choice.  And if you take the vaccine you’re protected.  
Look, the results of the vaccine are very good.  And, if 
you do get it, it’s a very minor form.  People aren’t 
dying if they take their vaccine.”  
— Donald Trump, December 22, 2021  
https://www.reddit.com/r/HermanCainAward/comments/11w7wk5/
rhermancainaward_daily_vent_thread_march_20_2023/ 

Candace Owens Donald Trump Interview Unequivocal Support 
of Covid Vaccines Dec 22, 2021 DailyWire podcast.
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“The demagogue is one 
who preaches doctrines he 
knows to be untrue to men 
he knows to be idiots.”  
– H. L. Mencken
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The only member of Congress who died from Covid was Luke Letlow, Republican of Louisiana.  
He was elected in Nov. 2020 but not yet sworn in when he got Covid and died.  He got medical 
care at the best hospital in his state.  He had looked forward to being vaccinated, but 
contracted Covid before he could be.  His widow took his seat instead.  He was 41 years old. 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https://insights.som.yale.edu/insights/once-covid-vaccines-were-introduced-more-
republicans-died-than-democrats


Once COVID Vaccines Were Introduced, More Republicans Died Than Democrats  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Written by Susie Allen November 15, 2022 


Since the early days of the COVID-19 
pandemic, public health officials have 
warned that some of us are at higher risk 
of severe outcomes from the virus, due to 
factors such as age or preexisting medical 
conditions. New research from Yale SOM 
points to another factor that puts people 
at greater risk of dying from COVID-19: 
party affiliation. The study finds that 
excess deaths during the pandemic were 
76% higher among Republicans than 
Democrats in two states, Ohio and 
Florida. What's more, the partisan gap in 
death rates increased significantly after 
vaccines were introduced. 


The research was conducted by Yale 
SOM's Paul Goldsmith-Pinkham and 
Jacob Wallace and Jason L. Schwartz of 
the Yale School of Public Health.
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there was a shift at the end of 2020 as to where and who the covid deaths were 
happening.  At the end of 2020, Covid became the number one cause of death in the USA, 
more than heart disease, cancer, etc.  This lasted a couple months until the impacts of 
vaccination took over, which drove down severe sickness and deaths - especially since 
the most vulnerable were vaccinated first (nursing home residents and medical staff). 

This was also when the deaths shifted from liberal communities to conservative 
communities, and the gap has only widened since then. 

In 2020, New York state had the worst covid death rate.   Now, the top 13 states are all 
Republican run, mostly in the south (although the great plains might as well be 
considered Dixie, culturally) and it would be more than 13 if states that undercounted 
deaths were counted accurately - Florida is the most egregious example but not the only 
one.   This shows a profound lack of empathy by millions in those states - that they didn’t 
care about people in liberal New York (like their forebears felt about AIDS victims a 
generation ago), so when the disease spread and made it to their locales they were so 
invested in the denial they couldn’t admit making a mistake.  I’ve lost count of the 
number of stories I’ve heard where patients tell their nurses and doctors they couldn’t 
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possibly be dying of a hoax … I feel sad for those that misled, but also sad for the 
medical staff and the communities losing their caregivers who quit under that level of 
stress.  It’s a stair step lower toward collapse, totally preventable but psychologically 
inevitable given the ravages of the Moron-a-virus and Covidiocracy. 

The excess deaths started up in March 2020, when no one was vaccinated against covid.  
The spikes of excess deaths since then precisely correlate with spikes of covid waves, 
not the introduction of vaccines.  Currently, the excess deaths are concentrated in 
counties, states, countries that have had lower vaccination rates either due to 
unavailability or refusals.  Russia and China, for example, have had enormous excess 
deaths from uncounted covid and both use locally developed vaccines that are not that 
effective.  A number of poor countries with low levels of modern medicine have had (a 
total of) millions of excess deaths — and have not been able to vaccinate all of their 
people as well as rich countries.   “Vaccine apartheid.”  That is a real scandal, but not 
one that Anti-Va focuses upon. 
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/
jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2807617  
July 24, 2023
Excess Death Rates for 
Republican and 
Democratic Registered 
Voters in Florida and 
Ohio During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic
Jacob Wallace, PhD1; Paul Goldsmith-
Pinkham, PhD2; Jason 
L. Schwartz, PhD1

Author Affiliations Article Information
JAMA Intern Med. 2023;183(9):916-923. 
doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2023.1154
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Comment & Response Discrepancies in Estimating Excess Death by Political Party 
Affiliation—Reply 
 
Jacob Wallace, PhD; Paul Goldsmith-Pinkham, PhD; Jason L. Schwartz, PhD  
JAMA Internal Medicine

Comment & Response Discrepancies in Estimating Excess Death by Political Party 
Affiliation  
 
Christopher Dasaro, BS; Alyson Haslam, PhD; Vinay Prasad, MD, MPH  
JAMA Internal Medicine

Comment & Response Discrepancies in Estimating Excess Death by Political Party 
Affiliation  
 
Patrick O’Mahen, PhD  
JAMA Internal Medicine
Key Points

Question  Was political party affiliation a risk factor associated with excess mortality 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Florida and Ohio?
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Findings  In this cohort study evaluating 538 159 deaths in individuals aged 25 years 
and older in Florida and Ohio between March 2020 and December 2021, excess 
mortality was significantly higher for Republican voters than Democratic voters after 
COVID-19 vaccines were available to all adults, but not before. These differences were 
concentrated in counties with lower vaccination rates, and primarily noted in voters 
residing in Ohio.

Meaning  The differences in excess mortality by political party affiliation after COVID-19 
vaccines were available to all adults suggest that differences in vaccination attitudes 
and reported uptake between Republican and Democratic voters may have been a 
factor in the severity and trajectory of the pandemic in the US.

Abstract

Importance  There is evidence that Republican-leaning counties have had higher 
COVID-19 death rates than Democratic-leaning counties and similar evidence of an 
association between political party affiliation and attitudes regarding COVID-19 
vaccination; further data on these rates may be useful.

Objective  To assess political party affiliation and mortality rates for individuals during 
the initial 22 months of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Design, Setting, and Participants  A cross-sectional comparison of excess mortality 
between registered Republican and Democratic voters between March 2020 and 
December 2021 adjusted for age and state of voter registration was conducted. Voter 
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and mortality data from Florida and Ohio in 2017 linked to mortality records for January 
1, 2018, to December 31, 2021, were used in data analysis.

Exposures  Political party affiliation.

Main Outcomes and Measures  Excess weekly deaths during the COVID-19 
pandemic adjusted for age, county, party affiliation, and seasonality.

Results  Between January 1, 2018, and December 31, 2021, there were 538 159 
individuals in Ohio and Florida who died at age 25 years or older in the study sample. 
The median age at death was 78 years (IQR, 71-89 years). Overall, the excess death 
rate for Republican voters was 2.8 percentage points, or 15%, higher than the excess 
death rate for Democratic voters (95% prediction interval [PI], 1.6-3.7 percentage 
points). After May 1, 2021, when vaccines were available to all adults, the excess death 
rate gap between Republican and Democratic voters widened from −0.9 percentage 
point (95% PI, −2.5 to 0.3 percentage points) to 7.7 percentage points (95% PI, 6.0-9.3 
percentage points) in the adjusted analysis; the excess death rate among Republican 
voters was 43% higher than the excess death rate among Democratic voters. The gap 
in excess death rates between Republican and Democratic voters was larger in 
counties with lower vaccination rates and was primarily noted in voters residing in Ohio.

Conclusions and Relevance  In this cross-sectional study, an association was 
observed between political party affiliation and excess deaths in Ohio and Florida after 
COVID-19 vaccines were available to all adults. These findings suggest that differences 
in vaccination attitudes and reported uptake between Republican and Democratic voters 
may have been factors in the severity and trajectory of the pandemic in the US.

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/12/08/republicans-2022-election-results-
coronavirus-00072565

A working paper by Yale researchers recently released by the National Bureau of 
Economic Research found that far more Republicans are likely dying of Covid than 
Democrats.

According to the study, which used data from Florida and Ohio counties, registered 
Republicans and Democrats died of Covid in equal numbers in 2020, but once vaccines 
became widely available in summer 2021, 
the number of Republican excess deaths 
nearly doubled those of Democrats. The 
disparity grew even wider during the winter 
of 2021.

Amid skepticism by Trump and other 
conservative elites, fewer Republicans 
chose to be vaccinated or to wear masks 
in public spaces, and the consequences 
have sometimes been fatal.

These "selection effects" — 
Republican death rates and Democrats' 
more even geographic distribution — may 
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help swing other 
extraordinarily tight electoral 
districts and states, 
particularly when turnout 
increases in 2024.

Republicans' long Covid 
may well endure.

sadmar
says:
December 17, 2022 at 11:00 am

It's misleading to put all the 
blame for COVID deaths on 
Trump. There's a much broader 
right-wing movement at work 
here. There were two big 
political factors in US COVID 
deaths — COVID denialism at 
first when the wave 
overwhelmed hospitals and GOP 
pols resisted mitigation 
measures, and then, the whole 
Redhat antivax thing, which was 
even more deadly than the first. 
Trump was only involved in that 
early minimization — having 
gone along with Warp Speed 
leaving him not fully pro-vax but 
more vax-neutral. The big mover 
on the antivax front was absolutely Tucker Carlson, with various other 'new digital media' figures 
following his lead. Leading to the appearance of Trump on stage with Bill O'Reilly and both of 
them getting booed when stating they'd been vaxed. 
 

Orac
says:
December 17, 2022 at 11:17 am

Oh, it's definitely more of a broader right wing project. Remember, for instance, that despite 
his antivax history dating back to at least 2007 Trump saw the release of COVID-19 vaccines as 
an important development that could save his failing reelection run and pressured the FDA to 
grant them emergency use approval before the election. Also, note that resistance to vaccine 
mandates and COVID-19 vaccine conspiracies are associated with the far right not just in the 
US, but all over the world
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Herman Cain Award 
Presidential candidate Herman Cain made the 
fatal mistake of attending Donald Trump's 
June 2020 campaign event in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. He attended maskless, caught 
covid, and died in hospital after about a 
month. The rally was held near the location of 
the 1919 pogrom against Tulsa's African 
American neighborhood. Insensitive is an 
understatement for Trump's event. 


www.reddit.com/r/HermanCainAward/ is a site 
focused on loudmouth anti-vaxxers who die of 
covid disease. A sequel to the Darwin Awards, 
perhaps. It's not intended to gloat or celebrate 
anyone's demise (although some commenters 
do that), but to highlight those mistakes to 
encourage vaccinations in the hesitant and 
other measures to prevent infection.
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